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Treasury Department, 
Office of the Secretary, 
Washington, D.C., 
November 12, 1881 


Hon. H.C. Burchard, 
Director of the Mint. 


Sir: 


Referring to your letter of the 18th ultimo, stating that the copper and copper nickel cents 
issued under Acts in force prior to the passage of the coinage act of 1873, now in the possession 
of the Superintendent of the Mint, held for the Treasurer of the United States, can be recoined 
not only without loss but with a gain and that it has been the practice at the Mint to recoin such 
coin, you are hereby directed to cause all those now on hand to be recoined into five cent nickel 
pieces, and any previous instructions discontinuing the coinage of the latter are hereby so 
modified as to permit to this extend, the further coinage of five cent nickels. 


Very respectfully, 
H.F. French 
Acting Director. 


